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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



clear, however, that one of the primary conditions for 
attaining this higher state of civilization is to make in- 
ternational intercourse more intimate and complete, and 
we should therefore organize and support it where needed 
and as far as possible remove the obstructions which 
hinder its development. Now, most of the forms of in- 
tercourse enumerated above are self-maintained or are 
provided for in various ways ; only the two last named 
forms of cultural intercourse (visits of professors, teachers 
and other lecturers, for the purpose of imparting "knowl- 
edge, and visits of teachers and of students of science, 
art, professions, etc., for the purpose of acquiring knowl- 
edge), which are still imperfectly developed, require 
nursing and support. It is believed that cultural inter- 
course is on the whole more effective in paving the way 
for the peace movement than any other form of inter- 
course, because it acts directly on the mind, and because 
it is generally free from any relation with causes of con- 
flict among nations. Especially is this true of the two 
last named forms of cultural intercourse, which it is 
the object of the new society to further as far as the 
United States and Scandinavia are concerned. Pro- 
fessors, teachers, students and others, who have made 
a prolonged stay in the foreign country, bring home with 
them a knowledge of and a sympathy for the nation 
whose guest they have been. This knowledge and this 
feeling are transmitted to their countrymen, and in the 
case of teachers to the rising generation. In this way, 
therefore, will be laid the best possible foundation of 
future good understanding and sympathy. 

"Already other nations are working along the same 
lines as this society, although, as far as known, no 
organization such as the present has yet been established 
with the avowed sole purpose of furthering cultural in- 
tercourse among different nations. The American- 
Scandinavian Society is therefore a pioneer in this field, 
and on its success will in a large measure depend whether 
this movement shall be taken up in the same way by 
other nations. 

"If the American- Scandinavian Society succeeds in 
establishing a permanent and fruitful intercourse between 
the United States and Scandinavia, it may therefore be 
hoped that its success will act stimulatingly on other 
nations, and that the movement will thus assume very 
large proportions. If this hope is realized, a groundwork 
will be laid for the upbuilding of that understanding and 
goodwill among nations which, better than any other 
conceivable means, will further the progress of the peace 

movement." 
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The Addition of Two New Battleships 
to Our Navy Altogether Unnecessary. 

Speech of Hon. Theodore E. Burton of Ohio, on the Naval 

Appropriation Bill, in the House of Representatives, 

Friday, January 21, 1909. 

Mr. Chairman : In discussing this question it is well 
at the outset to call attention to the growth of our na- 
tional expenditures. The amount carried in this bill — 
$135,00U,000 — is twice as great as the net expenditures 
of the government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1861, and yet at that time our country contained 
35,000,000 of people. If we deduct the interest on the 



public debt, a legacy of the Civil War, the amount of our 
net expenditures in 1878 was less than the amount carried 
in this single bill. Where will this increase of the bur- 
dens of taxation, of growing national expenditure, stop ? 
There is now in this country no opposition to this in- 
creasing expenditure which is at the same time aggres- 
sive and efficient. Party platforms declare against it. 
Speakers on the stump proclaim against the increase of 
our budgets, but individuals and parties alike must share 
the responsibility for the growing expenses of the gov- 
ernment. There is no task more thankless than that of 
him who takes a stand for economy in either branch of 
Congress or in the executive government. Yet there is 
no place where this growing expenditure can be checked 
so rationally as in this naval bill. Twenty years ago the 
cost of the navy was but a little over twenty millions per 
year ; but at the present rate of increase an annual ex- 
penditure of two hundred millions — yes, of two hundred 
and fifty millions — is near at hand. 

The amount of the naval budget hampers necessary 
increases of salary ; it prevents the expenditure of money 
upon public works ; it stands in the way of most desirable 
extensions of the public service; it requires additional 
and, no doubt, burdensome sources of revenue. I desire 
to especially emphasize the fact to-day that the building 
of these two battleships is altogether unnecessary. We 
have nosv the second largest navy on the globe, notably 
in battleships, and one which in efficiency is at the very 
forefront. What nation on earth is threatening us ? 
This periodical war scare occurs whenever we have a 
naval bill up here for consideration. [Applause.] One 
time it is Germany, one time it is England ; but they 
have all passed away like phantoms of the air. That 
which this Congress should do is to provide for the 
rational needs of the people, and not seek to guard 
against groundless fear or phantoms of the imagination. 
[Applause.] We may trust the traditional friendship of 
Japan, and we may also trust the fact that she is in no 
condition, from an economic standpoint, to wage war with 
a great nation. We may trust that she will not engage 
in aggressive movements which are unjustifiable against 
a powerful nation of the Caucasian race. I say this with 
the concession that in all candor I should call attention 
to a factor of growing importance among our people in 
the last ten or twenty years, and that is the increase of 
racial repulsion, an influence which must be taken into 
account and which should in every way be repressed 
both by the national government and by the cooperation 
of individuals and state governments as well. 

I usually agree with my friend from Iowa [Mr. Hep- 
burn], but I cannot agree with his arguments to-day. 
He says we have had a war in each generation. The 
gentleman himself bore a noble part in one, for which 
he is entitled to all credit. But he adds we shall have 
another in each succeeding generation. That statement 
involves a careless reading of the history of the last one 
hundred years. The change from a condition, which a 
century ago or less was predominately one of war, to 
one now in which no nation can engage in conflict with 
another on light occasion, and in which the most serious 
differences are settled by peaceful means points to the 
morning dawn of peace and concord. An argument 
which he employs, it seems to me, may be used in sup- 
port of this amendment providing for a lesser number of 
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battleships. He says we have entered each one of these 
wars unprepared. Did we not come out from each of 
them triumphantly ? [Applause.] Yes, with honor ; even 
with glory ; and if we succeeded so well when we were 
unprepared, is it not certain that we would in the future 
succeed with that high degree of preparation which be- 
longs to both the army and navy ? He states that our 
war for Cuba was one of sentiment. I cannot agree 
with him in that. There was primarily trouble in that 
fertile island near at hand in which we had large com- 
mercial and other interests. Conditions there had be- 
come intolerable for us. Again, we could not sit idly by 
and see that island under the yoke of oppression and 
plunder, when we profess to the world that we are in 
the very vanguard of popular government and of the 
idea that the people must rule without oppression. 

He states that any nation which attacks us must know 
their own peril in their assault. There is and always 
has been peril in assaulting the United States [applause], 
and that peril would be infinitely greater to-day than in 
any decade of our history; a peril due not only to a 
strong navy and a strong army, but to our unparalleled 
resources. Perhaps, I may say, a peril due more than 
all to the consideration of the future, to the conviction 
of statesmen that no one could idly or upon trifling occa- 
sion attack the United States, because it would mean a 
future which, if not of retaliation, would at least be of 
such diminished friendship and intercourse as to redound 
to the lasting injury of whatever country might attack us. 

Oh, but it is said, we must have a navy so that our 
contentions will be acquiesced in. What great conten- 
tion in diplomacy which has made for the greatness of 
the American name was accomplished by a great navy ? 
[Applause.] The Monroe doctrine was initiated and 
established and became a part of the settled policy of 
nations without the drawing of a sword or firing of a 
shot. It was initiated at a time when we were a weak, 
remote people, away from the great powerful nations of 
the earth. The open door in China has been mentioned. 
What made our influence potent for securing that open 
door ? Not the strength of our navy. If that were true, 
Great Britain and France and other powers, which have 
maintained powerful fleets in that locality for many years, 
would have secured it long ago. What did secure the 
open door ? The confidence of the people of the great 
Flowery Kingdom in the justice and good intentions of 
the American people [applause], an influence which 
would have been diminished had we gone there with 
our battleships and demanded anything of the kind. 

In the brief time of this debate I cannot go over 
ground which I have so frequently gone over before in 
this House ; but I do wish to say that every nation, like 
an individual, has a work to do, a mission to perform. 
And no nobler mission could fall to the United States 
than to take a stand for peace. If we strike out this 
provision for the two battleships, it will mean that we 
are at peace with all the world to-day and that we in- 
tend to be at peace with all the world in the future as well. 
[Applause.] It will mean to the struggling millions 
suffering from the tragedy of poverty or the pinching of 
want, to all those who desire enlarged opportunities and 
more of the comforts and conveniences of life, that we 
are aiding to lift the crushing weight of military ex- 
penses and duties from them. It will mean, even from 



the standpoint of enlargement of trade, that our pros- 
perity will increase because their purchasing power will 
be increased. This problem is sure to be settled in the 
long run as an economic one. The nations of the earth 
cannot go on in this mad rush for naval expansion. The 
burden, if not intolerable, will be intolerable in a very 
few years. Let us take the lead. 

There were many notable events in that wondrous year 
of 1908, but that which will be longest recorded in history 
will be the appalling calamity in Italy. That will be re- 
membered when many trivial and minor events shall have 
been forgotten in the dusty records of time. The most 
notable act, also, of this Congress will be the voting of 
$800,000 for the relief of suffering Italy. That measure 
passed here almost in silence, without a sound in opposi- 
tion, and not a voice was needed in its support. The 
President had recommended it and the sentiment of 
the American people demanded it. Our regard for 
humanity knew no distinction between republic and 
monarchy, no division by seas, but sent forth the declara- 
tion that bleeding, dying, suffering humanity awakened 
the sympathy and the affection of the American people. 
And so from our wealth, notwithstanding there might 
be constitutional questions, we gave from our abundance 
for the alleviation of the suffering of those people. 
Along that line, in measures which promote goodwill, 
which add to peace, which show that we are a part of 
the brotherhood of the nations and that humanity is one 
great whole, is our glory, and it will be not merely our 
glory, but our very strength as a people. It will be re- 
membered as ari act of goodwill when naval bills making 
provision for battleships are regarded as a reminiscence 
of the past and as due to useless rivalries and jealousies 
of nations, and when, in the larger view of humanity, in 
the great march of civilization, peace and goodwill pre- 
vail over all the earth. [Applause.] 



The Peace Society of the City of 
New York. 

The Great Dinner Given Elihu Root, February 26. 

BY REV. FREDERICK LYNCH. 

Some might say that the great dinner given Mr. Elihu 
Root by the Peace Society of the City of New York, Fri- 
day night, February 26, was a welcome to Senator Root 
rather than a farewell to Secretary Root, that most of 
the addresses began with Hail, Mr. Senator, rather than 
Ave, Mr. Secretary. Yet, while all of the speakers could 
not help felicitating New York and the nation on the 
acquiring of such a man for the Senate of the United 
States, the dinner was given by the great group of men 
who believe in and trust the new forces of unity and 
brotherhood working in the world, as a recognition of 
Secretary Root's incomparable services as world peace- 
maker. What other officer in all the world's governments 
has, or ever has had, a record of twenty-three arbitration 
treaties concluded with other nations of the earth ? 

The dinner itself will probably be recorded as the 
most significant dinner ever given in New York. Not 
only were there six hundred guests, but these guests were 
the men who are saying the prophetic words and doing 
the big and new things. Beside the speakers, Hon. 
Joseph H. Choate, Hon. James Bryce, Governor Charles 



